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Birch Wood Sports: The PE department would like to welcome our second PE 
teacher Alison Nix, who joins us to help deliver a wide and varied PE and sport 
curriculum. She is working across both Birch Wood School and Birch Wood 
Vale sites meaning we are now able to offer more opportunities to take part in 
sport and exercise in and out of lessons, including lunchtime and afterschool 
sports clubs. Clubs: Carrying on from last year we are running an after school 
sports club for key stage 3 pupils on Wednesdays, finishing at 4.30pm. If this is 
something you would like your child to take part in, please contact either Tom 
or Alison in PE for more details. We also plan to do the same for Key Stage 2 
pupils soon, so watch this space!  
Tom Brown– PE Lead 

Welcome! It has been a great start to the academic year at Birch Wood, our new pupils have 

settled in beautifully and it has been a particularly calm beginning to the year– long may it last!  

Learning Through Real Life Experiences: Students have been busy this half term learning 

through more real life and community experiences, which is one of our school areas for 

development. The students in 5PC have been making their own lunch 

on a weekly  basis which has included shopping for household items 

and learning which items they can purchase from different types of 

shops. They have also been eating out at various different choices 

throughout the town. Meanwhile 4TA organised a brilliant coffee 

morning in aid of Macmillan as part of their ASDAN work in Citizenship 

- 'taking part in an event for charity'.  The class went shopping and 

made cakes to sell, they also made posters to advertise the event and 

they even helped to dress up the hall ready for the day. There was a 

wonderful selection of cakes, some gluten free and drinks all donated 

for the day. It was so lovely to see so many parents and caregivers 

attend to support the students. We managed to raise £186.81 in two hours.  A massive well done 

to all that supported  and  well done 4TA. Mathtastic: The Maths team at BWV have created a new 

incentive to engage students in maths in a fun way during morning tutor time. ‘Mathtastic’ is a 

weekly challenge open to all students. At the end of every week the students submit their entries 

for marking. Marks are awarded for effort and correct answers and they are then entered onto 

the Mathtastic league tables. A prize is up for grabs at the end of term for the student at the top 

of the table! Heading the Year 7 -10 table at the moment is Finlay Cartwright and for Year 11-14 

its Leon Howe; well done to those students, but who will knock them off the top spot? Mathtastic 

will eventually be rolled out across the whole school so that all our Birch Wood students can 

benefit from this fun learning activity! Community Links This term we enjoyed a visit from the 

local clergy who joined 1NS for a sensory story based on The Last Supper. Our visitors and pupils 

all had lots of fun engaging with elements of the story and learning more about different people's 

ideas and beliefs. I’d like to thank the various member of the local Deanery for making time to 

learn about our wonderful school. It was brilliant to see so many parents in school for the EYFS/

KS1 Parents & Carer coffee afternoon before half term. It was really positive to have you here and 

the children definitely enjoyed seeing family at school. We have lots more family learning events 

coming soon in what I’m sure will be a busy term as we build up to Christmas! Rosalind Hopkins - 

Headteacher 



 

‘Where a Love of Learning Grows’ 

Whole school attendance 

92%-well done! 

Good attendance is important       

because it can have a huge impact on 

students in both academic and social 

development.  Good attendance helps 

students to fully engage in all that school life 

has to offer, such as making new friends, 

learning and enjoying new experiences, 

developing skills needed in later life, feeling 

safe and listened to. All evidence suggests 

that students who have low  attendance 

won’t progress as well as those who don’t. 

(pupils with very complex medical conditions 

are not included in this , as their 

circumstances are very different) 

Site Developments 
Work has begun on developing and landscaping the land to the rear of The Nook and Post 16 
building at Birch Wood Vale. We have a wide range of materials available to create two fabulous 
outside spaces for students to relax  and play in.  Thanks to staff contacts we have been promised 
donations of plants and shrubs from a local nursery in order to enhance the gardens. The 
local Brooksby Melton College are also keen to work with us on the development and upkeep. In 
addition five pieces of outdoor gym equipment have been  installed at Birch Wood Vale as part of 
our healthy school’s commitment. This will give our older students a great opportunity for exercise 
whilst having fun at social times. Renee Downing– School Business Manager 

FTM Dance are a performing arts respite service 

supporting children, young people and adults with 
additional needs, disabilities and medical conditions to 
access the arts, such as dance, drama, music, art and 
creative therapies. They also run weekend sessions in 
Leicester, Loughborough and Melton, alongside exciting 
half term and Easter and Summer Holiday Play Schemes. 
They can offer packages for 1:1 support and transport. 
They have some exciting activities coming up soon and are 
especially excited to be working with several artists and 
local theatres within the performing arts industry including 
The Curve and De Montfort Hall for events such the DMH 
Pantomime Workshop with Imagine Theatre (1pm-3pm) 
Sunday 28th October 2018   
You can book on an app called “gym catch”. Link: https://
app.gymcatch.com/provider/609/events alternatively, by 
visiting www.gymcatch.com. They also have 1:1 packages, 
if you are unsure of which package, please call Leanne on 
07543068872.  

Welcome: All the pupils have made a great start! We are over-
subscribed for the second year running in to Year7 at Birch 
Wood Vale with pupils from main site moving up to BWV and 
new starters joining us from their primary schools; welcome 
Demi Walden, Alex King, Adell Quincey, Melanie Hallam, Oliver 
Rodgers, Dylan Atterbury, Hayden Bradshaw, Lucas Henson.  
Also welcome to Philip Rose and Matthew Wilson who joined 
EYFS/KS1, Wade Reynolds and Joshua Coltman who joined 2LC 
and Karenza Gee who joined 3AD. Also welcome to new staff 
teacher Alison Nix  who is teaching PE and Maths 
Congratulations: Robbie & Amy Hesketh on the safe arrival of 

baby Arlo Farewell and Good luck: Andrew Bedder, Penny 

Dunkerley, Mo Geoghan, Molly Bell. 

We have had some very kind and generous 

donations and fund raising activities taking 

place by pupil’s families, staff members & 

community organisations. It means so much 

to be supported by you in this way; we’d  like 

to offer a heartfelt thank you to staff 

members Poppy Marriot, Katie Bedder, Anne 

Cowan and Hannah O’Mara (check out our 

FB page for more details) The Rotary Club, 

The Clock Club & family of Michael Salem 

and The family of Josh Whitfield. All of your 

contributions and support help us make a big 

difference to what we can offer our pupils in 

terms of facilities and experiences 

Thank you!  

Music Mark– We are now a Music Mark Member School! This          

recognises our school for our high quality music education and is      

testament to all the hard work of our Music Lead Robbie Hesketh and 

the our fantastic support staff who facilitate musical education and 

experiences at Birch Wood– well done! 
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