
     This has been a term of celebration and achievement at Birch Wood, including an 
amazing Science Day and World Book Day. The term culminated in a fantastic 

enterprise day at Birch Wood Vale on the last Friday of term!  
Enterprise Day (part of BWVs termly Challenge and Aspiration Days) 
was led by Leicestershire Education Business Company (LEBC), staff and 
12 volunteers from industry. The students were able to develop their 
understanding of the working world, enterprise and employability skills 
to support them in their future lives. Each year group completed 
different exciting challenges including opportunities to interview our 
business volunteers to find out what jobs they did and working as part 
of a team to build a tower and a shelter using only the resources they 
had available. Post 16 students have also developed a visual CV and 
have had mock interviews. In the afternoon session all of the students 
did a presentation on what they had made and the skills they had 
developed during the day to the rest of the school. The students made 

an excellent impression on all the visitors with their enthusiasm, 
ideas and their lovely manners. 

World Down Syndrome Day 2018 was celebrated  by the Birch 
Wood version of the WDSD #WouldntChangeAThing video. The 
video was shared on our Facebook page and was viewed  over 
15,000 times. I’m sure you would agree the pupils did a great job 
with their signing! 
Isle of Wight 2 Day Charity Hike: On April 20th-22nd Andrew 
Hopkins and his friends James and Neal have set themselves the 
challenge of completing a 2-3 day hike around the coast of the Isle of 
Wight covering 105Km and camping on route. They are hoping to 
raise £1000 which will help fund outdoor gym equipment for our 11-
19 year olds at BWV and 4 outdoor sunken trampolines at Site 1 

including one that is wheelchair accessible. Thank you to people who have donated already; any 
sponsorship  would be greatly appreciated to help fund this fab new equipment! See our website/FB page 
for details of how to sponsor or follow this link www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/andrew-

hopkinsutm_id=1&utm_term=v3KjY33Ae 
How  is My Child Progressing?  One of the questions we routinely ask parents is if  they feel the school is 
keeping them well informed about how their child is progressing. In our last parent survey 86% of parents said 
they either strongly agreed or agreed with this statement, with the vast majority strongly agreeing. 10% said 
they were not sure and 4% said they disagreed, none strongly disagreed. As you know at Birch Wood we are 
always striving to improve experiences for students and to work with parents. These are some of the things we 
are currently doing to communicate your child’s progress and our next steps to improve this. All parents are also 
encouraged to ask for an extra progress up date from their child’s class teacher if they want to know more. 

 Last year we introduced October and June progress reports with clear current and target progress levels 
using the mastery system where appropriate. October and June reports also give a summary of progress 
towards EHCP objectives. 

 There is a parent guide to progress on the school website to help explain how we track pupils. 

 New annual  review report has a sharper focus on progress towards EHCP outcomes, with specific EHCP 
objectives reviewed and commented on by parents, teacher and pupils where appropriate. 

 Tapestry parent app for Site 1 which links learning  to EHCP progress. 

 Two parents evenings and additional transitions information evenings  

 New options booklet for Yr9 and Yr11 BWV students to support progression routes in to KS4 and Post 16. 
Next: We have introduced MAPP2 progress tracking. This  is aimed at measuring progress and what counts as 
good progress for pupils with severe learning difficulties . It is a suite of materials which facilitates the planning, 
assessment and recording of progress in relation to personal learning intentions. In particular, it provides a way 
of recognising lateral progression. There will be further information shared with parents this term so you can see 
how it applies to your child. We are also currently investigating the use of a parent app in addition to Tapestry so 
that all parents can see their child’s progression profile including behaviour and attendance information any time 
they want. More info to follow.  

Rosalind Hopkins- Headteacher 
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‘Where a Love of Learning Grows’ 

Jelson Building Works– Demolition to Begin:- 

Demolition to the old Kind Edward VII School site has 

begun over the Easter Holiday's. We will continue to 

monitor the situation to ensure the health and safety 

of our pupils at Birch Wood Vale is not affected.  

Exam Period BWV 

As we approach the exam period (30th 

April—15th June) at Birch Wood Vale 

there will be a continued focus on 

preparing pupils and supporting them 

through the challenges ahead. Our 

intervention team and Health & 

Wellbeing staff are on hand to ensure 

students get all the support they need. 

If you have any questions about the up 

and coming exams please do not 

hesitate to contact Claire Wood 

Assistant Head at BWV. 

Whole school attendance- 90% 

Good attendance is important 

because it can have a huge 

impact on students academic 

and social development. All 

evidence suggests that students 

who have low  attendance won’t 

progress as well as those who 

don’t. (pupils with very complex 

medical conditions are not included in 

this , as their circumstances are very 

different) 

School Website 
Don’t forget to look at the School 

Website, we update regularly with 

School letters & policies for you to have 

a look at. 

Goodbye and good luck! STA Phil 
Hull and LSA Megan Bedder   
Welcome!: LSAs Justine Norris & 
Maureen Geoghegan and Teacher 
Charlotte Adu. We look forward to 
working with you! 
Congratulations!: to Emma Coley 
for getting our School Facebook 
page up and running, Emma & Lou 
Bedder will post regular updates so 
keep checking in! 

Site Development Update:  
Work on our sensory garden and play equipment for 
the Post 16 Centre has begun this this Easter holiday 
and should be completed within the next 2 months. 
Please bear with us whilst the area is under 
construction, the end result should really enhance 
the students experience of school. This project has 
been supported through the  ‘One Stop’  bag appeal 
fund which awarded the school £2000. 

 
 

Autism Awareness Week 
Staff and pupils did an incredible job 

promoting understanding and ac-
ceptance of Autism, as well as cele-
brating our diversity. Things began on 
Wednesday 21st March with our “Be the 

superhero, you already are” day. Students 
had the choice of wearing their own 

clothes, dressing up as their favourite 
character or becoming a superhero 

to show and celebrate who they 
are. Activities around the school 

included “It’s okay to be different” 
Ginger Bread Men and Super Hero 
biscuit decorating, an Autism pho-
to booth, poem writing, cake bak-
ing and an amazing “This is Me” 

puzzle with every child in the 
school producing their own puzzle 

piece to form part of a whole 
school puzzle which was displayed 

in the main hall. On Friday 23rd 
March parents were invited in for a  

Coffee and Cake afternoon and helped 
raise 50 for the school. We also produced 
2 amazing videos which can be viewed on 
Birch Wood TV via our website or on our 
FB page. We have had an incredible re-

sponse with thousands of views and hun-
dreds of shares and ‘likes’. Thank you for 
the amazing support for our pupils who 

are all total stars! 

Sports & Fitness :Sporting Achievement Quad Nations and the Spring Games! It was a fantastic competition 
as always and the pupils thoroughly enjoyed it. We entered 3 teams, MLD Boccia, MLD Basketball and SLD 
Boccia. All teams placed on the podium with the MLD Boccia and Basketball coming 3rd, and the amazing 
achievement of the of the SLD Boccia coming 1st! 

Quiz Night Friday 20th April! 

7pm –11pm. Teams of 6. Bar available. 

Tickets available from school office and will include 

snacks. £5.00. All proceeds will go to the school! 

 See the 
whole  
video on 
FB! 




